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well as the incapacity for feeling it intensely, un-
doubtedly bears a large part in the extravagant
pessimism of those who are disappointed in life.
From the days of Buddha or Cakya-Mouni,
passing through hundreds of schools, sects, or doc-
trines to end with Schopenhauer or Hartmann, it
is always pleasure opposed to pain that constantly
furnishes the arguments necessary to demonetise
life. Hegesias of Cyrene was perhaps the most
sincere of all the detractors of human existence.
He started with the supreme worship of pleasures
and, by discovering their rarity, he openly upheld
the benefits of suicide. His master, Aristippus,
as well as all the hedonists, appeared to forget
that behind pleasure there is deceit, and behind
voluptuousness, disenchantment. The history of
this school incarnates the misfortunes of human
happiness, when the attempt is made to found it
upon pleasures and enjoyments. And while cer-
tain disciples of Aristippus, like Theodore, sought
Happiness even in robbery and sacrilege, and were
completely disappointed, Hegesias, having proved
that the number of delights is less than the sources
of pain, openly preached suicide. The prosperity
of his fraternity of the dying compelled Ptolemy
to close his school. Yet it decided nothing.
The same result occurred in the case of all the